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Fighting Fires with Brains.
(i- i- rt Bl : the pr.-

cf thp .ity's Kire D ahown
bf CotYimiaaionei \ .ment
that hundreda of practical ideas for im-
proveinenl of the ser come from
members of all .'here ia nol
particu!ar!y new in 1 al the prac¬
tical flre 1
new faature ia *hat tho department execu-

t.vrs have encouraged the submiaaion of
¦affeationa, have bad thi by ex-

perts and, wherever they
value, have had them put into effect The
net re.sult ii teamwork ar.d a department
upirit such as has
The city "er department.one
better prepared to facc- any emergeney in-
tellipently.than it has evei
And the p'.air., practical proof of that is
that the tire loss for 1915, Agured B

ing to popolatii r. or according to the avi-r-

ape. loss a fire. waa ,; the city'a
history.
New York ha*-

has always had reaaon to
brave-;. of
The dtj* has even more n

proud of the technical attainmi
truardiar.s '.' are

to tipht fires with na ai well
.".-r, ar.d they are pi

of the pray rnatfe -

they arr brii ging il

Infantile Paralysis.
The prava

in th:s city, and espei n, has

n the part of the li

Departa

pursued. Thi ' ready
given

the child wai
in the l
>.

"I..
"K>

If more were know: 4-'ular
v it would

the Health Departmi
it. but so far

barren
aa practical n

The i ii by the Health Depart-

The diaeaae do< ,ur in
epid.-mic form, a rdingly de-
airabk to avoid eontact with those who
are ill. though little il known for
of tha '" transmi- ." 11
aatabl I aa a gen-
eral ruk* directly from oi to an-

other, an aperimenta
that the fly mn..

be a carrier; h<
warninp ag Jcrupuloua

is clearly an impoi lution,
and it that akilled
ad-. ice ib

much may
be doi¦¦ es to previ
con ai t >it.

wl 'I h< Humoriat
r The 1 eople who

of a greal b iti Mad
' r "Don Quixoti

Carva man of let*

he wi
'

r of ridicule, he
alry out of

axiati
Peopie ol

of the humoi i! anitj, H-
clean thi
humhiu'. ayi that laughb

Bocial
ahusi of thi- world's
most effective en ita
.

h-Bnorial -. wain. in who--'
langhter then -. have

Swifl
and La R< impl*,
noeke ' '..

ku.d al ita l every
^tre . aome boli
formist apiril !.

of some traditic ended
the tyra:.r,.\ ¦ trul
ita usefulnc.-s and becbtna a lie. Ki
hood in thi Chaucer had atill its
nohle aap< el but knipl.'
vante- wrote "1
quite escape a toui h of tha burli
Tbarefore, n n turned to
and more real avenuei ol

Sinnlar:.-.. -; c laughter
WTO-gbt cmfuMon
Giwah '.'. cor

rect.'d much of the
eff( te (Jra-c-K- B

laughter of Kni-mus, the H
the influencc of 1 B il North-
ern Kurope. Butler's "H'.idibras"
correct the extravavrar-ces of early Bng
liah Puritanism. Voltaire laughed thej

last romnants of meiiiar-valism out of
Irik-htee-nti. century Kranco und oleared thc
fround for moilorn domocracy. (arlvlc's
"Sartor Reaari nutda ninoteenth <.>'"¦

tury i*oinantid m ridkulous, Thg *&J
humor of Tflackeray brought common

Into early Victorianiam, and tht* sar-

donic apiril <>f Barnard Shaw In these
efl little in laodern r^rarnmema!

tciety unchallenged.
May tho Cei*vantea monument ttand as

a n-rmr.dor to moilorns that there have
.. .¦ "f humor!

Patriotism and the Pork Barrel.
War arith Mexico would greatly in-

tlie nat.onal expenditure. Though
tho military problem mighl ho easily

occupation of anarchy ridden
h Mi xieo would ho a tireaome and

taak Welding together tho Na¬
tional (Iuard and the regular eatabliah-

will tako time, and we shall pn '->

ably ho maintaining a Held army of 250,-
.".un.on.' men for two or threa yet.-

me while paciflcation ia under way.
Conivrross will have to increaae appro-

priationa and taxea to meet tho co

and tho pn'.ioo duty which will follo.v
war. Why ahould it nol begin now to

f ordinary pea
turea? Why not nail tho lid down
pork barrel? When bo much mo*e

lly national
purpoaes, thoro can iae for con-

tmuini liona for projeeta of

local rather than national
rten show their patriotiam

rr-woarm"; river and harbor
building grab billa. Tho River and

Harbor Appropriation bill, now in eonfer-
onco, is a malodoroua hamr-ovor from thc
old ora of lop-rollinp. Il OUghl tn ba
allowed to dio. Noi la thoro any juatifl-
cation for tho passapro of an omnibua
Public Buildinp; Appropriation hill thi<
year. Public buildinga billa calling for thc

expenditure of ovor 1100,000,000 have hoon
introducod in Con^rross at this so-

"The Indianapolia Now*-" publiahed a liart
tho other day of Indiana public buildinga

They called for tho erection if
.i buildinga in nine towns

-.nz from 2,150 t<< 6,906
thc population limil is

rned Indiana ia rnodest Thore aro

billa for the erectio i

of pub at Bi.'ille, Phu,
with 979 inhabita ''¦.M-
.. (70; for Gret Ga., with 90 .:

Pembina, N. D., with 717; Susanville,
Cal., with

-. W. Va.. with
Franklin, N. C, with 379; Louiaa, Va..
with 31 arith "l";

Ariz., with 299; Sun
281, ;:...! McKei

with 146, Thc buildii theae ham-

One of thes e tiny aspirani
public *

it with a

i of Con-
pri .- their capacity for aelf-

Milliona tor defence, but not om

;ent for vote-gatherins, in thc*
nt" river and harhor ai

.: propriationsl

Ireland's Hope.
:" r < laaement'a acq

ately returni d from Berlin, re]
hia laal conversation with him in "The
New "fork American," where it ia
abundantly clear that that fantastir

red upon the Iriah adventure
with little or no hope of "Thc

tisted m Napoleon's time
-a;.| Sir R

England can no longer
domii ab I it ia thi -ame Irish
spirit that invited Napole

many a British foi
ming to Ireland'a aid." But

apparently auf.

under no delusion aiiout actual con¬

ditions. "Do noi misunderstand me," ho
-.aid. "I do nol believe thi.- war will
tht- opportunity for Ireland t.> win her

m."
What doea thia aignif] .1 Sir

R ement thc very type of <-om-

er, the well-wisher wh
*ing to hia creduloua

countrymen by a p tenl refusal to face
r to allow hia to see thom

aa they really are? Non< of tho inati-
of tho lato n ffined that

the Ireland could be
achicved at auch a moment; none of thc

intelligenl among them dreamed <>f it

ility aa long aa tht- Britiah Em-
a matter that eon-

only England bul all of the col-
\ the late Admiral Mahan put it

ago: "Tho legislative supremacy of
itish Parliament, a^ainst tho

tion of which the American colonista re

*.,.!*..:. and which to-day would he found
intolerable in Canada and Australia, ean-

yielded in the caae of an island
tion mi<*ht very woll

ln- attended with fatal conaequencea to its

partner. The inatrument for auch action,
in tlu* shape of an independent Parliament,

nol safely be trusted, even ;.. a*

These trutha are obvioui e who
igraphical poaition of Ire¬

land. They are obvioua to many profi
patrio however, an* afraid or un

.- to let their followera know whal
they know. Th* insincei it) and ui
worth ..ppear
everywhere in their public utterancea, ao

.-. meaaured and adapted to the cx-

demanda of th.
eudiencea, whether in Ireland, in England,

r in this country. Th.- so

ber demanda f«»r aelf-governmenl which
appeal t.. the democi¦
the coloniea would be too modesl here,

clowna who can* notl lt Ire-
land, bul an* vrilling enough t.. !i-; In>h-

liifer, ar.- ...

Iriah opinion. Andaointhii countr;
adapt their ipaechea to the taate of the
Devoyi, the Vierecks and tht* Vktor Her-
herts. So, too, their demands and prom-.

ises are inconsiRtent, contradictory and
reeking of hypocrisy.

Ireland's hope lirs in the discovcry of a

stronp and honest leader, not afrnid to

tell hil own peopie the truth or t<> warii

them Bgainal the fanatici and the prosti
itute mountabanka who have batrayad them.

The Flag at Night.
One interesting rcqucs! ef the Mayor'**

Fourth of July Comniittee is that cih

cana shall display the flnp "t night This
is a new wrinkle in patriotic displav, the
corisequeni e of cheap and omniprerent
lectricity. For the srt piece. an American

flag constru.ted 4if red. white and olue

lighta, it is hard to feel much enthusia: ;n.

It ia too reminiacent of Broadway and

Porty-aacond street and acintillating
siphona flt-ing into the lattai bradd of
highball.

But the flap itrelf, of real bonting, at

night, waving hiph ulofl in the raya of ¦

laearchlighl ia another inatter. Varknia
buildinga have used this method. and it

holdl a real thrill. I'erhaps it is the
remjniacent ehord of "The Star-8pang)ed
Banner"; perhapa it is merely the novelty
of any flag at night At any rate il ahowa
the banner at ita richaat and best,and the
illumination committee doe*, well to ..

ommend it.
Altogether, the nighl of the Fourth of

July v. ill be impreaaive and beaatifol if
holden do their ihare. A general illu¬

mination of the whole town ia the plan pro

poaed. Every one is urged to hang oul a

Japanese lantern at the leaat; and iti ad
dition over one hundred civk cent.-es will

lorately decorated and ablaze. New
*! i.rk takes kindly to lighl by night; it is

good local material, typical of our waya
and doingB, and an lndependence Day in-
volving a general illumination oupnt to ba
a real BUCCeBS.

Progress Toward Track Removal.
It was inevitable that the plans for the

removal of the New York Central Rail-
road'a aurface tracka would be se\erel>-
criticised, and it was eminently desirable
that they ba acrutiniied carefully. Some
of the point.- made ajrainst them by the

City Club and the Citizeni Union, notably
!.- charge that while theoretically pninp
opportunity for another railroad to u.-e

the marginal way, actually they give a

monopoly to the Central, deaerve further
tudy by the Board of Eatimata and

Apportionment. Manhattan Iiorouph ran-

(ford to have iti Weal Side water-

deeded to one eorporation, to the
excluaion of others which may be able in
future to contribute to the prowth of the

I the developmenl of its port facili-
tiea.

\. ertheleaa, the fad thal atandi out
in thia ia thal the criticiam of

¦riticism rather of details
than of tha who!-.' acheme. Al laat the

.1 and the city authoritiei BM in
ment on a plan which by mo ¦

here ar.d there, not impossible to ar-

range, oupht to become ge accept-
gi ia a great atep beyond any

ia atage of the long-drawn oul fight
to pret the tracka off the atreeta and bepin
something like a preeent-day handling-of
the We*\ Side freipht prolilem. Perfec¬
tion in hand.int: this troubleaoma situation
is a little too much to expect. The fact
that the plans m their present state are

ted by the City Club as aupertbr
anything yet propoaad is pround for

h.at when tina 11 y ndopted they will
truard the public'l intereata and meet the

public's need- includinp the ever-present
if getting the work started which will
e tracka removrd.

Our Preiidenti.
.'-/.- rdgt

t.. ,- ll igl - elected
t arill bi- thr t;r.-t Baptist to hold that

r« have heen eight Epiacopalian Prrsi-
PreabyterianB, four Ifethodiata,

tw.i Dutch Refonned and four I'nitarians.
- himaelf a hbrrul in re-

enemies said he wa -. «.

The paliana i .-ir their Int; Preaiden
the earl) dayi of tha irpublic,

whilr the hold of tha Church "f England **.«'¦

rong.
Garfield wai ordained as a prcacher in the

("I ureh of thi- Diaeiplea.
Hughea would make the twentieth '..

!. occupy thr Whitr Houie. Only eight
Preaiden! ¦. hava BOl been meinber- of

.- Pr» denti oul >.r the
- gfl men, Bl

i went to two collegci h.- a
of tlir iheepakin hold-

M

Hughea ii a meraber of the Delta I'psilon
fraternity, a- was (inrtield.

The average a-je al which men have
wai t ftj eight. Hughes is

only fifty-foui Rooaevell wa-- forty-three
whenhi '. and hi* 14 .,

Preaident. "Tippeeanoe" Ba
ixty-aevea.

Hugl " ten yeari younger than hi**
_ mate, 1 harlei W Pairbanka.

All our Preaidentfl except two Van Burrn
Roosevelt were ef british e:<tractiun.
on, however, was the only Wel.ihmari,

and Hughea'a aneeatry sluo goes back to
Walea.
The father of Justice Hughes Tryas a clergy-

mnn. Three other Pres.dents Wilson,
(leveland and Atthui were IOBI of prcach-
-1

It you want your aofl to he President you
had better buy a farm. An even dozrn Pn

' r boyi
then a tba race to tha White

The Bryan Mvstery at St Louii.

From St. Louil camt- early assurances that
tter nonentity in h;-. par';,.

1 patl allj lenely Agure, not
i.tion. but also in the

otel. Then eanaa assertions that
WBfl thr one popul.ir idol at St I

that thr delegatea applauded him much more

genuinely than they did tha name of V.
that they tuned hia ta -peuk tv.:cc,

at even a d.'ietra'.e, ar.d thaf
on the streets and in the hotels he had Dem-

drn.oeraey with him, and
I8_0 he arill be tha biggeal man m h.s

.*:e South and the We***. and the
women and thr Ir.sh and tha (Irrrnar.

itioniats and
and tba faraaera -r..i tha

th him. Now who ia pievaricatiag? i«
Kr'.Hn a cipher or hai he a ror.aiderablr rol-

| "Kidding one's self" is about the
poorest posuble oeeupation. If Bryanism 11
to he ilain it can only be diapatched after
one haa correctly measured its locial atatura. |

MR. HUGHES MUST SPEAK

Until Hii Policy Is Definite and Clear He
Cannot Ask for Votes.

To the Editar of rhe Tribaae.
Sir: Ihe Irtter frnm Mr. .'e(irf*e RaVflfl

I'utnam ia your paper this morning seems

(.. me, another independent Ifl politir*, to be

more latereatlag than eeaviacing.
I believe and in this I think I agree with

Mr. Pataaai) that the most important tnat

ter that the present Ailnnnistration bl bad
to deal with is th<* rontrover v w.th Qei
many groarlag out of the sinkinc nf 'he I.u

iltaaia kaoa hoai Mr. Wilson d*alt arith
this matter. hii.I nrn ready to |adgfl him on

racor-L i know bew Mi kaaaevell or Mr.
Beel "r Mr. Bryaa or Mr. Yi*rerk or Mr
I'utnam would have dealt with lt, for they

.have n!l made their views perfertly clear. I

know how Radolph Oaterhaaa, th- grorer
doam the atreet, ar Peter Laeey, the black-1
imith on the eoraer, would have deall .*."¦¦

it, for they huve told me.

I .lo not know how Mr. Hughes would have
deall arith lt, for th- platform aa whieh he
itaatil is silent and his own ||pa ht* -ealeH.

An.l it ia th** riewfl af Mr. Hughea that I.
.anl to know. Intereal . ka riewa af
Mi i:.avall ..r Mr. Pataaai or Mr, Viereekl
rtiiiy hf. they art- not relevanl io the main:

a I am not a iked te rate for
,.ny one of those gentlomen for Prtaideat

do not want u ragUB itatemenl r'roni Mr.
Iliifhei th«t w.ll Had favor arith both Mr.

and Mr. \ lereek. .1" not «¦¦

he iaforiaed that ho is an Aneriean, i

ich as that before he .*-*.

nominated. wanl him to itate, without-
¦.-. or anabigaity, whal ke would

done if hr had been Presidenl in May.'
arill then plaei aienl aloag-

- I Mr. Wllaoa'fl reCOrd and decide how I
"hall eote.

If Mr. Haghea eannot state his position I

want to know why he cannot. Is he afraid
of dliving froaa him the hsphenates. who ar-

ippertiag him'.' It may he that in giv-
mg l.ini their ;.jpport they Hrr actuafd hy
the faataatie motives that Mr. I'utnam .with
ithat authonty I know no'i aaeribea to them.
It r-eems to me, however, much more |rk*ly
that they ar- aepaorting Haghea be
they find him and his platform more

factory than IVilBOn and hia platform.
aot far Mr. Hughea to tell me that his
a/euld be American through and

want him to tell me whal hia
ri'e) would be, and let me, i i deeide

whether it ia more 01 '*¦ eriean than

Mr. Wilaon'a. He who doei leaa than this

while asking me to vote for him foi Pr-

impufln .' 'l00'- **ni1 ineulta m>'

rBet. HOWARD PAGE WILKINSON.
jaraay City, N. J-, Jaae tl, i'-,;''

Pay for Guardsmen.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The initial listing in Th- Tribune of

June 2'J. on page ft, of those employers rf

labor that guarantee the job and all or part
of the pay to national guardsmen called to

duty by the mobilization order of the Presi-
dent is certainly a very excellent idea, as it

thereby gives public recognition to the pa¬
triotism of these fortunate employers;
fortuna'* beeauM they have tha meaaa at

their command to make good on the gunran-
tee; have the wealth wherewith to pay. There
are, however, many employers equally as pa¬
triotic who canr.ot offer to stand by, whoie
business rand they are the largest Bggregate
of all businr-ss. very largely is aimply orre

of good wagei to the employes and a mod-
est profit ar* salary to the employer at the
end of the year. They seldom arcumulate
enough to retire upon, and must continue
working for a living just the same as the
employe.

Natl inal guardsmen may be employed by
them at just as good a wage Bfl the other
.jiiardsmen employed by their wealthier broth-

fact, the employer himself maybe a

guardsman, and his respor.se to the call of
our ro ^mash his modesf business
and put himself and family in debt equally
as certain as it does some guardsrr.an
ing for a wage on the rertainty of
araga he has contrartod a le.ise of home an.l
other juat obligationa that the wage of a

rn to pay.
.^ha!l the one pati ol be flnancia

while the othei patl .<¦' pullfl through. through
.he benefiti conferred by the faet
he workl for a wr. -rn. An.l this in
t| i lace of the fact that only ¦ few ttious-
ands go from the Empire State, with still
fewer thoueandfl from mn other atatea.
For want of a better name I will call the

foliowing BUggCfltion tht- "!
mutual relief," and invita general con

tion of same as u poflitivc and instant way
t ii it* every soldier can be taken rare o*" |

BWaj from the job in 'he ofl.CC or factory, bu'
on the job nevertheleas, and doing hia share
m furniahing tha aeeeaaary r-overnment pro-
tection, without whirh the ahen forces would
rapidly take over our country and th-

.a-..- ta axial
Irreapective of the wealth of the employer-.

and irreapective of the fact that the guar-ls-
. un employer or an ..; the

concern have ita anditor make up nhat I shall
all a "ba-:c Mitn," to ba eotfl'

ial earning of tha concern,
plus the inn total of all thc wagei paul foi
litailar period aa per example annual
nga, 1100,000; annual wagea, 1400,000; total
basic sum, |aWO,000 <;...- .-alled
froaa concern, ten that have been *\.r.

|2,000 each m aalary or ..'¦age, or if one be!
the employer, then as prof'rt-: but averaging.
nevertheleas, for the ten as 12,000, a total of
I *0,l. for all of them. Rap
aanouBoei the taa rate on the ba e <;:m a. 4
per eenl 1500,000, al -t per eent, |2I

-.- pay-day tire payn later 1 from
the wage of everv one the i p. r eent, and the
shme he places m the pay envelopa of th.-
soldier ar.d turns it over to hifl faniri;.. <'*r-
. and al! the horrnrs of .:»'¦ ara thereby

even more absolutely eliminated than under
the single guarantee of the WOalthy employ¬
er. I'aternalism is avoided aid every one

flherei in the burdens, including *h-> f. ¦.

wage eamer. JOSIAfl W DOL80N.
Nea Vork, Jaae "::.

"A True American."
To the Editor of Tha Trih -

Sir; I |ual ed reading a letter in
your paper of this data "A True
American." I agrre with every word Bl
'er in his communieation. I r.rmi rnl.er well
when Jnatiee Hughea nated for

*. Republiean National
vention go, he at once diacardi

be and jumped into the political .-

from the digaity of the Supreme Court of the
.' to my m.nd that away

r-*ep ,n hia bearl waa a rai Ute for
the nomination and that hifl re*:cence during
the aessions of the convention was a atudied

' " aeeiva the peopie. I
often wonder what thouchtful men -and there
must be thousands of them; think regar.i r-.g

irelj* they must agrt-e
"A True American."

ia '.-rman movement agair.st the
¦r-.ent at Washiagl ia. Let Mr. l-

tmei
Rot ai n come out'
arith a tho G< raaai
their.

¦Iu-.- aaa word more if you please our

country Ib nu.h diaturbed »' present, and I
as a Republiean arill stand by it and vote for
v\.-.odrow Wilson for President. M.
New Vork. Juna 23. Ifll

OFF STAGE

AMERICAN TRADE WITH FRANCE

M. Marcel Sembat. the French Minister of Public Works. Talks About Industrial and Commercia! (onditions
Aftei the War.Ihe United State s To Be the World's Banker.An

Opportunity to Provide Coal, Too.

Bv IRI-D 15. PITNEY
Paris, May 20. "Thr greatest opening for

American rr.terpnse in France after the war

will be in sending coal here."
The speakrr ».i M. Marcel Sembat, Ifinia*

ter ut" Public Works I mrt him a few daya
ago at Marseilles, where he went to repre-
lent the govornment at the inaug-uration of
the canal from Marseilles to the Rhone, and
there took the opportunitv to make an ap-
pointment with him in Paris.
That tha hfiniatry of Public Works does

not sound like a war office ii not the measure

of eit'ner the position or influence of M
bat. The truth is that he is one of the mo-t

important men in the French govemment.
l -..use he is one of the most highlv

eoaaidered leader- af tha Socialiat par
his position is ao strong that he has hre:i
able to make what amounts almost to a right
about-face withont losing I ii power and prr
tiga with his fellow Socialiata. On the eoi

trury, they have accepted hia act as right
beeause it it> his act.

M. Sembat began his political life as a

Royalist nnd became a Soeialist. After be

cnminj a Socialiat he advanced rapidly in the
ba *' until he became a BOWerful advocatr

aa] awaerahip in "b;»; business." Kut
al experience in the war ha-* ehanged

him again. and, .1- tar Bl rational ownership
is coneernrd, hr prefers to let sleeping doe;s
lie, Thia ia the right-about-face he has made
without losing hia commanding p"
among hi« fellow Socialiata, ar.d to have done
it is a very eonsidrrahle achievement; for al-
.hough Franca 1- at war there is no more

aeething eauldron of ; . often verj
petty politics, in the world to-day than the
1'alais Bourbon. Tha eouloira of the f'ala <

Hourbon are as bad as 'hr halls of the rigli*
wing of thr Capitol when thr purk barrel i-,
being opened at Washington.
When the Viviani govemment r as form* 1,

soon aftrr thr war began, in order to make
the "union sa.ree" a fact iaatead or" a theory,
several Socialiata arera included ia thr Cab
r.*t. II. Sembat was ono ot" those who arere
aaked to '.,ke o**i.-r-. Hr ia, also. onr of tha
who held over from the Viviani to the Rriand
government. That in itself is lufficient I 1

mark the contidenee the peopie and the Cham-
hrr have in him. and it ifl not to
-ay that M. Sembat4. te.-!gnation would as
rertainly mean the fall of the govemment aa
would the resigr.ation of II, Rriand himself
Any one of ten men in the French Cabinet
might resign, and his place would be quietly
filled and the govemment go on with no mora
than a temporary ruffle. We have aeen quite.
recently how the Minister of War wa-.
char.ged with only three days' gossip. Rut if
II. Sembat resgr.ed the govemment 1
be in a very bad way.

Part of the reason
him. He gives the impression of a ma
Itraagth and force of eharacter. Ha is be¬
tween 5 feet 7 inches and "> feet 8 inches .1

and very Btockil* built. Rifl ihoulden
are broad and square and his back ia almost
excessively straight. He has a hsl
rying his hands in hia coat pockets. ¦
aralkfl with a very soh.i gtep. Ore of the
most pleasing things about him ia the tirm-
ness with which he shakes hands. There ifl
nothing in h;^ hand-hake that rem.nd" one of
the tishmonger passing a dead
counter. M. Sembat shakes hands ai tl
he meant lt, and that gives one conftdenea n
him at tbe very bc-ginning*.
"How about petrol4'' I * izffes-r.!. w}\en he

said that America's great appoii
France areuld be coal
"You already send petrol here," he r<*: -

"but you do not send coal We
r.ow, and we are going to need it even more

after the war. We have been ia the habit of
buying coal from Ormany, Relgium and Kng-
land, but America ihould be our great aource

of coal supply. Tlie coal fre'.la of Europe
.ngland are accurately mapped and

mrasured to the ll '-o one knoWfl th-*
limits of Amerii-. --'.ds.
"We hav.- great coal mines in < * 1

Northern Krance, and until a few years ago
they were payinf - iea, but when w-

completed our northern system of canal.-,
leading to the Channel, Knglish enterpri«e
took immediate advantag.* of the opportunity
to send Knglish coal in barges by way of the
canal- our factory doors, and our

:os mines hare b-en closed for twenry
\ears. We are going to open them again. I
had a eonference with the mine ownei

a for America to

.ake advantaga of the opportunity.
"What you need, of course," he added, "is

..
'' Vou must eitlier buy or build a mer

chant flee*. [f you are r.ot to lose with the
tho war what you have gained during

,.r."
I h.i.l I'-" | te aak him about a

rumo;- r,. me early in the Wi
Thr- reporr. from a very good source indeed.1
was thal jr.l Russia had
agreed thal the (.errnaii ships interned in,
America could be bought by Ameruan ship-
ping tirms and put once more in the ocean-

| -. grven was that
ermati lllbmarina warfare had made

.such inroa-: * 'hat the in-
-..-ed tonnage availahla for chartering by

them would more .' the benefits t<

Germany from the money and credit re -

from the sal- of the ships.
"A couple of days ago." I said, "I wai told

.a- France, i .--..: and F.u-.ia had con-
- ., -

"I don't know anything about that," he ln-
terrupted me. "I don'l tnow anything about
that."

»fter laat ng M ll I repeated 'ha in-
cldent to another pui

"If he didn't know anything about it. whv
quicb to break tn with a I

efore I ha hed *- .''.-'
"I ihould -ay." my friend replied, "that

the rumor wai pre'ty well contirmed. I
ihould say that it remains to be seen if

.o aell the ships. I under
.hat thi have been holding mee* r.i***

in (ir: talk about how they will re-

'hoir commerce e war. The
ships >n bought a year a^o
I don't think il ia >.> cer'an that they can

be bought
A rum.-r a a dangeroui thing to dea! w .

in positive terms, and I g:ve, therefore, ex-

what I have or:

II. Sembat, however, is deeply Interes**:
in the question of tho commerce of France
after the war

"The particular w .rk of my departmen*
"

he said, "is being dor.e from the viewpoint
of the fu'ure, as well aa th* prr-e-,* V
know tha*. beCBUSB we are a* war we are

not neglecting our internal affairs. My de-
partmc ffn and is principally con

IT with building up the
ports of France. Von went to Mar -

and know what we have dor.e for Mar
the Haraolllaa-Rhone Canal. Tl

¦¦ have Kiven the meal
-.n aie Bl We

have deepened ar:.l widened 'he channel of
i Gironde ilag tha fai

of Rordeaux; we are making a new port at
i

*
4 r.ot have to go

clear up the river to Rordeaux, and we are

I a harbor, and itill an¬

other- por' a* Vei arithla the mouth
of the (iironde, where tha Rointe de \ »rdon
will protect the road-tead from the ocean

.¦ Havre we have improred the harbor
anl increased the dockinp facilitiea, and we

abaul . 'ar.* -jr4 (herbourg an-r

a gre.,- | Germars before
the war had made (herbourg a stopping

'...r therr traaaatlaatie traffic, and were

ta herbourg a German port
H | are going to rnake (her¬

bourg a great Kreneh port.
"These ate the three pr.ncipal projects mv

department has in hand now. The porta are
needed for war purposes, but they will be

'equally needed ior mi*4 punrtafa. Bflafr 'ln-'

work is being done more for the pea"
or 'he war in being.''

at do you th.nk will be the effeet af
the war on the economic life of France""
aaked.

a 11 drpend on the tcrmfl of praee,"
at rrplied.

BCtly what I wa- t I w," I aaid
"What will be the terms of :

"I cannot speak for the gover - M

"Rut you can give me your personal ideai
"In my positior." M Sei

is almo3t impossible to separa'.e myself from
the govemment, bflt we a thi peaci

.- Bbeal a vrr>
4-en r'rance and Englai

4\-*e<i
..¦." he ar.swrred. "-i very close onion."

| 4 - -4

mterparliamentary cnnfer
ence and Italj and Rusaia

res who have juBl a*' * P-l-M
.-.... i

"There will be a ver..
union with Fngland," he repe

a:i impoit*- - D fer Amer¬
ica," I aaid. "Ia America to be pushed aaide
by your union with Englandf
"We hope," hl N ''.at Ameri.-a t

he part of the Bl The grea' BOItl »*

are buildir.g even while the war goei .. l

give Immense advantagai foi irea aa
tween America and - * *

things thal .

>u much in return. U e r^pr for »

gieat development of cor- * I I *

i and Amer ea and very . all
t:ons between the two COuntl
there la aBOther point. France '*-.
great internat lonal banking af tha
world. Rut war :- rery eeetly. KtU
war America will be almost *hr o-'v coun¬

try left with any money. Wa
for capi'al. .Af'er tha »ar .*e ezpecl I *

ica to bi tha benkera '"r tba world
A * w-is :-_.. ng M -'

"Tha - great work my depart-
I has done during the war We h»v«

developed the stone qUBIf IB a » e. It
4,-s the road-i of Praace, and

without the roada wa eould aot iapi
arnnes. Wi'hou' fhe itonfl rny drpartrr.en
BUpplied to keep fhe roads to \ er "

pair Verdun would have falle

"'T; of Frar.ee »r»

A Battalion of Markimea.
To the F. i.*«ir af The Tribune.

Sir: In tbe event that thr Mexcar* are

u .rise and begin operations againat eur

-rtain to result. *. IditieaBl
Iraops wil! be aaadad, aa the r.rr.rr.t call

ika rai -aily all our al - laaiaa
Probably a half million mer. v » --

do our work effectively in Mexieo.
Stei i al oai He ta. now *o erg

troops for call. Thrr- . »

m in the country who havr h»d n

training who are not cor.r.r 10 BB

tional guard. 1 here are r.ar-y m»-.

ption who will want to go if "*ar re-

suits, but who do not c*-e . a ai * '

to patrol the southern border
I propose to ra aa a battalieB e

l ho have had nnl.tary training ar.d BBvB
qualitied as marksmen I war.t men B_a
know how to shoot. I haye had nearly ten

vears of MITiea ln the national guard, BBBl
during everv year of the term I cual'.r.ed ai

expert mark-man highest peeaibla grad'
and, therefore, know somethmg ib
of the military rifle. A battalion «-ch a»

want to raise will be worth ten tiBMM »*

much as the average battalion. It BBBia
undoubtedly be accepted promptly by the au-

. .ea.

Every man in good phyaieal eomhtio*-
ing the above quaht'tcation as to akill w
rifle ia iavited to aead me hia name, ad-
uress and military record.
Arrangementa will be mari-i for dniling IBB

men promptly. E. W. KSTES,
2J.i L___i _.»__ ___r ___________________


